
Understanding Asia: Religion and Society

Nationalist-religious and
Haredi Parties in Israeli

Politics

This presentation explores the role of nationalist-religious and Haredi („ultra-orthodox“)
parties in Israel’s democratic system. It examines their ideological foundations and often
misunderstood differences, political influence, and policy priorities, as well as their
impact on coalition dynamics, societal debates, and Israel’s secular-religious divide. The
discussion will highlight key parties, their historical evolution, and their role in shaping
Israel’s governance and identity. Among the highlighted topics will be their relations to
democracy, gender, settlement policies, (lack of) participation in the workforce or their
very different stance towards the Israelis military.

Peter Lintl is an Associate of the Africa and Middle East Division of the Stiftung Wissenschaft &
Politik (SWP) in Berlin. He studied political science, history and philosophy at the universities of
Erlangen-Nuremberg and Haifa and completed his PhD at the University of Erlangen-
Nuremberg. From 2016-2022, he was head of the project »Israel and its regional and global
conflicts: Domestic developments, security issues and foreign affairs« at SWP. Peter Lintl
published extensively about German-Israeli relations as well as Israeli Domestic Politics, Political
Orthodoxy, State and Religion, and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
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The colloquium series is a joint cooperation between four working groups (WG Missbach; WG Nguyen;
WG Winkel and WG Vasilache) of the Faculty of Sociology, Bielefeld University.

For more information visit our website:
https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/soziologie/fakultaet/arbeitsbereiche/ab6/ag_sozialanthropologie/kolloquium-2/understanding-asia/
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