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Besides the slogan ‘We are survivors, not victims’, ‘building back strong’ was another much-
heard phrase raised in the aftermath of the dramatic earthquakes in Nepal 2015. With
reconstruction, still ongoing, debates about the ‘liveable city’ started. Both tangible and
intangible heritage played a vital role in this, as source of hope and belonging, but also as a
discursive reference point for the shaping of a ‘new Nepal‘, and ideas of a strong societal
fabric. Urban planning and earthquake display how a city can respond to dramatic
transformations, but also how a city habitat is a remarkably complex assemblage of social,
economic, cultural but also transnational and historical connectivities and disconnectivities.
It is in the microworlds of everyday life and experiences that robustness, the relation between
fragility and stability, can be studied, whereas fragility must also be seen in a positive light.
As communities are often built around and in relation to places, and since heritage is key for
this, the talk’s focus will lie on robustness. How can cities and their populations retain a
vibrant urban culture today? How can cities and their populations cope with economic,
political, or social transformations that have speeded up and intensified life as they face
quite extreme conditions of environmental change and social inequality, among other
challenges?
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