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Dear participants of the International Bunsen Discussion Meeting on Chemistry and 

Diagnostics for Clean Combustion,  

As rector of Bielefeld University it is my privilege and honor to welcome all of you to 

Bielefeld University! Having had the chance to take a quick look on the list of participants 

and speakers I am truly impressed by the internationality of this meeting which brings 

together scientists from at least three continents and more than a dozen of different 

nations. No matter how short or long your journey to Bielefeld has been: It is a pleasure 

receiving all of you here. 

Meetings like this do not appear from nowhere. Therefore I would like to extend a special 

welcome to the scientific committee: 

− Prof. Marcus Aldén (Technical University Lund, Sweden) 

− Dr. Mara de Joannon (National Research Council, Italy) 

− Prof. Christof Schulz (University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany) 

and last not least our colleague from Bielefeld: Prof. Katharina Kohse-Höinghaus  

I would also like to greet and thank the local organizing committee: 

− Prof. Andreas Brockhinke 

− Dr. Michael Letzgus 

− Regine Schröder 

as well as everyone who has supported the organization of this meeting. 

Support has not only come from individuals, many organizations have also contributed: 

Therefore I would like to thank the German Research Fund DFG, the German Bunsen 

Society as well as the COST action SMARTCATs and the National Science Foundation 

who have all helped to make this meeting happen, the latter two providing grands allowing 

high-potential early-career researchers to participate in this meeting. 

There is one last institution (and certainly the people behind it) which I would like to thank 

and that is the Center of Interdisciplinary Research where this meeting takes place. I am 

sure the “ZiF” (we usually call the center by its abbreviation!) will be the perfect venue for 

your discussions, because caring for groups like yours has been one of the ZiF’s main 

activities for almost five decades now. Maybe I can use this opportunity to say a few words 



about its history. The ZiF – Bielefeld University's Institute for Advanced Study – was 

founded in 1968 as Germany's first institution of its kind and since then has become a 

model for numerous Institutes for Advanced Study throughout Europe. It hosts and funds 

research groups and workshops. Every year about 1,000 scholars – many of them from 

abroad – participate in ZiF workshops and groups. Among the guests have been quite a 

few Nobel Prize laureates like Reinhard Selten, Elinor Ostrom, Roger Myerson, or John C. 

Harsanyi. Interdisciplinary exchange has always been the ZiF’s central drive and it has 

shown many times that interdisciplinary exchange opens up new approaches to a shared 

subject and can even change the world. – Could there probably be a more suitable place 

for an international meeting which aims at “providing forefront interdisciplinary knowledge 

from different international perspectives to reflect strategies for the future”? 

Having introduced the ZiF I cannot skip Bielefeld University. The university is still a quite 

young institution. It was founded in 1969 a year after the ZiF with an emphasis on 

research, and in particular on interdisciplinary research. Today 13 faculties cover a broad 

range of disciplines in the humanities, natural sciences, social sciences, and technology. 

With about 24,000 students and 2,750 staff members it is one of Germany's medium-sized 

universities. However, being rather young and medium-sized does not prevent Bielefeld 

University from being an excellent place for research: Thus, with our “Bielefeld Graduate 

School in History and Sociology” as well as the “Cluster of Excellence Cognitive Interactive 

Technology” we have been successful in two of three funding lines of the second phase of 

Excellence Initiative. Bielefeld University is also quite successful in obtaining funds from 

DFG. Relative to the number of our scientific staff, we are among the Top 5 universities in 

Germany when it comes to DFG funds. And even though Bielefeld might not (yet) be a 

fixed destination on the itinerary of tourists from abroad, our university has proven to be 

attractive for international researchers: The 2014 Humboldt Ranking shows Bielefeld on 

rank 11 (of 79). There is a good chance that we will see some of you again and we will be 

more than happy to welcome you for a longer time than two days. 

In a time when it seems to be a tendency that countries shut their doors and close their 

borders, a meeting like yours is all the more important! I am convinced that the best 

results, concepts and ideas derive from fruitful discussion between people from various 

countries and with different professional backgrounds. “Energy” is one of the world’s great 

challenges which needs to be addressed from an international perspective – I wish you a 

fruitful meeting, great discussions and intriguing results!  


